Young Authors Contest
Dear Parents/Guardians,


It’s that time again!  All students in 5th and 6th grade are invited to participate in the Young Authors Contest!  The contest is not a requirement, but it is a wonderful opportunity for writers to practice their craft.  Students will also earn extra credit in Language Arts for participating.
The stories can be brand new works written specifically for the contest.  However, students can also use stories that they have already written in their journals, at home, or for a class assignment and revise them to fit the contest guidelines.
Parents can help in this venture, and any help would be greatly appreciated.  However, the work must be in the student’s own language and ideas.  Please assist your child with the conventions of their stories.  A grading checklist that will be used for judging is attached to this packet.  You can access extra copies of this entire packet in the Shared Documents section of my classroom page on the Unity Point website.
Contest Guidelines:

- The story should follow the Plot Mountain that we have learned about in Literature and Language Arts.    
- The story should be 8 to 10 pages typed with at least 5 illustrations.  The pages do not have to be completely covered with text.  If typing outside of school is a problem, please let me know, and we can make other arrangements.
- Illustrations can be drawn by hand or electronically.  Any images that are copied and pasted must be “labeled for reuse” and cited appropriately.

- The entry should be bound with a title page and a dedication page.  I have report covers for any student who needs one to bind their story.

I will be available during recess and study hall for any additional support. 
All winners and participants will be recognized at the Young Authors’ Reception in March.  Thanks again for all of your help, and feel free to contact me with any questions about the contest.







Sincerely,







Mrs. Maria Deaton






mdeaton@up140.org
Young Authors’ Timeline

Young Authors Introduction – December 2016
Work on Story- December, January, and early February
- Do Graphic Organizer

- Write Rough Draft

- Have Friend, Parent, Sibling, or Teacher Edit and Help Revise

- Type and Revise

- Add Illustrations

Stories due to Mrs. Deaton – February 10, 2017
Young Authors’ Reception – March 2017
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
This information is yours to keep at home during this project.  Please sign and return this bottom section to indicate that both you and your child have read over the requirements and timeline for the Young Authors Contest.  Your help in meeting the above deadline is appreciated.

Yes, I am interested in entering the Young Authors Contest.

Parent/Guardian______________________ Date ___________________
Student ____________________________  Date ___________________
Young Authors

Final Draft Scoring Checklist
Focus (Worth 5 Points Each)


This story has an interesting start that grabs the reader’s attention and effectively introduces the characters and setting……………………………………  ________


The story’s main events lead to the climax (turning point) in the story…..________


The end of this story effectively solves the problem……………………..________

Support (Worth 5 Points Each)


The events of the story are well explained…………………………………_______

This story contains strong describing words and phrases…………………________


The author of this story created a voice…………………………………..________

Organization
(Worth 5 Points Each)

This story “flows through time” using transition words………………….._______



The paragraphs in this story help to organize the events……………….. . _______


This story has a beginning, middle, and end that are easy to follow……………………………………………………………………. .________


Conventions
(Worth 5 Points Each)

The author used proper spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization, and complete sentences……………………………………._______

Presentation (Worth 5 Points Each)
Title Page…………………………………………………………………._______

Dedication Page…………………………………………………………..________

Bound……………………………………………………………………..________

At Least 5 Pictures………………………………………………………..________

Meets Length Requirement……………………………………………….________

12 or 14 Point Font/Double Spaced……………………………………... ________

**On Time (Worth 10 Points)…………………………………………. ________

Total Score _______________ out of 90

Scoring Guide

5 = Great job on this element of the story.

3= Good job on this element of the story.

1= Let’s practice this story element.

