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	Unit Overview

	Unit Title

	Preparing To Read Music and  Play the Recorder

	Unit Summary

	Building the skills leading to playing a recorder include:  learning about the uses of the staff  and the treble clef; distinguishing between line and space notes; memorizing note names; and writing notes on the staff using quarter notes, half notes, and whole notes.

The next skill set includes proper breathing and blowing techniques along with the correct placement of the fingers to produce the note one is reading on the staff.  It is also necessary to have an excellent model of the sound of a highly trained musician playing the recorder. This model can be used before and during the study of the recorder.

	Subject Area

	Music Education 

	Grade Level  

	All Third Grade Classes

	Approximate Time Needed 

	The entire unit is usually taught beginning the second semester.  The actual playing from music is done during the last 6-7 weeks.

	Unit Foundation

	Targeted Content Standards and Benchmarks 

	Illinois Learning Standards

Stage D  -  Fine Arts -  Music

DESCRIPTORS

25A -  Students who meet the standard understand the sensory elements,               

               organizational principles, and expressive qualities of the arts.  They can:

2. Identify tone colors (timbres) of a variety of musical instruments.

6. Identify melodies going upward, going downward, and staying 

        the same.

7. Define melody and harmony.

26A -  Students who meet the standard understand processes, 

              traditional tools, and modern technologies used in the arts.  They can:

2. Identify orchestral/band instruments from aural examples.

3. Demonstrate basic vocal and/or instrumental production 

                    techniques (e. g. , breath support, posture, bowing).

6. Sing or play accurately simple rhythmic and melodic patterns

         from a written score.

26B -  Students who meet the standard can apply the skills and knowledge

               necessary to create and perform in one or more of the arts.  They can:

8. Sing or play music that has a difficulty level of 2 (on a scale of 

         1-6) on pitch; in rhythm; with appropriate timbre; with a 

          steady tempo; with good breath, bow, or mallet fingering

          control;  and with clear articulation/diction.

27A -  Students who meet the standard can analyze how the arts function

               in history, society, and everyday life.  They can:


1.  Evaluate audience behaviors of self and others.

	Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes

	The student will:

1. Clap and perform simple rhythm patterns accurately

2. Name and then play the notes G, A, B, C’, and D’ accurately

3. Sit with correct posture when playing 

4. Demonstrate correct breathing  and blowing techniques (embouchure)

5. Demonstrate the correct hand placement and fingering of target notes

6. Play songs from the recorder text by reading and performing 

7. Hear an excellent sound model of the recorder in masterworks played for them in class



	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	
	Essential Question 
	How do musicians “read” music and play instruments?

	
	Unit Questions
	What skills and experiences do we need to learn to be:

· good readers of music on the staff?

· good performers on the recorder?

	
	Content Questions
	How is music written?  How do we name the symbols used in written music?  What do the symbols mean? How do we finger the notes on the recorder?  How do we produce a good tone? How can we read from a score and use our fingers, breath, and mouth to perform music? 

	Assessment Plan

	Assessment Timeline

	Before project work begins

Students work on projects and complete tasks

After project work is completed

I administer a pre-test in which students identify:

Staff; treble clef; line notes; space notes; whole notes; half notes; quarter notes; two eighth notes;

Piano; forte;

tempo; and timbre
Students begin to realize that they have: 

1. Seen music on a staff for 2 years

2. Clapped and counted rhythms for 3 years
3. Have NOT learned Nos. 1 and 2.  well enough to read music yet 
(1)Students fill out worksheets on which they draw the symbols used in music reading.  (2)Alone and in pairs students name notes from flash cards. (3)Students identify and write selected rhythms and notes on the marker board as individuals and as part of a team in competitive games.

(4) Students will have 1-2 listening lessons using professional recordings of recorder performances as auditory role models
By going over the worksheets, a student can see where he/she lacks understanding. The flash cards have the answers on the back and the partner can give immediate feedback as to the accuracy of note-naming facility.  At the marker board, students strive to help their team and learn from others successes and mistakes.
When I see enough success with the music reading abilities of each class, then I administer the “Thirty Second Test”.  The student has 30 seconds to name all 9 notes on the staff by writing their names below the notes.  About 97% of the students in each class are able to pass the two, timed tests.  Then the recorders that have been ordered are issued to each student along with the preferred music instruction book.

As the student looks at a song, claps the rhythms, sings the note names, sings and fingers the notes, and then actually plays the piece, he/she shows understanding by performing what has been learned.  
This process continues to be refined as he/she reads faster and with greater accuracy. 

The student who takes the recorder home after the unit is completed and plays what he/she has learned and then teaches himself/herself more notes and songs meets the ultimate goal: independence in performing on the recorder.


	Assessment Summary

	Students’ solo performances will be judged using the Objectives and Outcomes listed above. Students are given the choice of playing a song using only G, A and B for a grade of “S” or a song using G, A, B, C’, and D’ for a grade of “S+”. The more accurate the performance is in each category, the more points are earned toward the chosen final grade.

It is worth mentioning that the goal of life-long learning can be assessed by whether or not a student goes on to play in a band or orchestra or how often he/she goes to hear performances of these as he/she matures.

	Unit Details

	Prerequisite Skills

	Assuming that the student has been at Unity Point in my classroom for Grades 1 and 2, he/she should be able to see and hear patterns in music. He/she should understand the concepts of: high VS low; melodic directions of up, down, and stay the same; know how to clap rhythm patterns using quarter notes and two eighth notes (ta and ti-ti); and understand that reading music is from left to right as in the regular reading of a book.  

	Instructional Procedures

	(1) Pretest—what skills do students already possess

(2) Monitor—students’ understanding and use of music symbols with paper worksheets,  marker

          board answers, verbal answers, and timed tests.

(3)  Use small group performances ( black stands or white stands, boys or girls)—assess the 

          accuracy of notes and rhythms played and the tone quality produced.

(4)  Hear solo performances by each student—assess the level of musical accuracy and the

           level attained as indicated by a 3-note song or a 5-note song performance.

           (As my technology skills grow, I will record and podcast these performances.)

         

	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	
	Special Needs Students


	Children who have focus issues are usually helped by the one-on-one approach to learning note and rhythm names.  They are also brought along by extra help by peers during written and aural activities. Also, I allow them to take the timed test again if necessary and let them have as much time as needed to complete the test.

	
	Nonnative Speakers 


	Actually, reading the language and symbols of music is new to all students.  ELS students generally do well because they know numbers and the alphabet in English.  These are the building blocks of note names and counting rhythms. 

	
	Gifted/Talented Students
	The gifted and talented students are enlisted as peer teachers within the classroom.  Students who take lessons on other instruments can be very helpful.  These students may learn more notes and play more difficult songs for their final exam.  I encourage them to teach themselves a song we haven’t played as their final.  A few do. 

	Materials and Resources Required For Unit

	Technology – Hardware (Click boxes of all equipment needed)             


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera 

X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player

X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Connection 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk

X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.

X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:  IPOD

	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Desktop Publishing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 

X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Web Browser 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 

X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:  Selected CD’s 


	Printed Materials
	I use the Music Theory worksheets from Ready-To-Use Music Activities Kit by Audrey J. Adair in this order:  staff; treble clef; line notes and space notes; naming the line and space notes; reading and drawing the line and space notes; and flashcard packets with all 9 notes on the staff on individual, laminated cards with the name of the note on the reverse side; Suzuki fingering charts that come with each recorder and a large wall size chart for the bulletin board.  

	Supplies
	A Yamaha recorder for each student; Modern classroom Recorder written by Sandy Feldstein; “B-A-G” songs with accompaniment CD’s from Bagapalooza by John Riggio; and colored markers and marker board

	Internet Resources
	www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/recorders

www.musiced.about.com/od/windinstruments/p/recorder.htm

www.recorderhomepage.net



	Other Resources
	A classroom music system with speakers is necessary to introduce excellent examples of recorder music using an Ipod to play selections through the classroom audio music equipment.   Recordings used:  Recorder Concerto in B flat Major, Op. 4, No. 6 by George F. Handel and Recorder Concerto in C Major, Op. 3, No. 1 by William Babell.  
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