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Essentials Course


Unit Plan Template     
Click on any descriptive text, then type your own. 
	Unit Author

	First and Last Name 
	Lori Lee Smith

	School District
	Unity Point School District 140

	School Name
	Unity Point Elementary School

	School City, State
	Carbondale, Illinois 62903

	Unit Overview

	Unit Title

	Wemberly Worried/Wemberly’s Ice Cream Star

	Unit Summary

	Poor little Wemberly worried about everything! Now this adorable little mouse has to worry about her ice cream star treat. Children will develop language, literacy, problem-solving, and social skills as they engage in activities and discussions about the book.

	Subject Area

	Language Arts

IRA/NCTE Standards


1 - Students read a wide range of print and nonprint texts to build an understanding of texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and contemporary works.

11 - Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a variety of literacy communities.

12 - Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information).

	Grade Level  

	First Grade

	Approximate Time Needed 

	Five 30-minute class periods.  

	Unit Foundation

	Targeted Content Standards and Benchmarks 

	Illinois Early Learning Standards:
Benchmark: 1.C.ECb. Respond to simple questions about reading material.
Benchmark: 1.C.ECc. Demonstrate understanding of literal meaning of stories by making comments.

Benchmark: 3.C.EC. Use drawing and writing skills to convey meaning and information.

Benchmark: 4.A.EC. Listen with understanding and respond to directions and conversations.



	Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes

	Student Objectives 

	Students will 

· Respond to open-ended questions using support from language in the text

· Interpret story elements based on textual language

· Use context clues to help define story vocabulary

	
	Essential Question 
	Do you remember your first day of school?    

	
	Unit Questions
	Do you remember how you felt before your first day of school? 

Did you feel worried? 

Did they feel excited?
Did your worries go away?

What made your worries go away?

	
	Content Questions
	What did Wemberly worry about?
What made Wemberly’s worries go away?
Do you think that Wemberly will continue to worry? 

What might she worry about now that she has completed her first day of school?
I (do/do not) think this is a good story for children because _______________.

	Assessment Plan  Rubric (attached)

	RUBRIC:

Literature Circle - Listening and Sharing : Wemberly Worried/Wemberly's Ice Cream Star

 

 

 

 

 

Teacher Name: Mrs. Smith
Student Name:     ________________________________________

CATEGORY

S+

S

S-

N

Participates Willingly

Student routinely volunteers answers to questions and willingly tries to answer questions s/he is asked.

Student volunteers once or twice and willingly tries to all questions s/he is asked.

Student does not volunteer answers, but willing tries to answer questions s/he is asked.

Student does not willingly participate.

Thinks about Characters

Student describes how a character might have felt at some point in the story, and points out some pictures or words to support his/her interpretation without being asked.

Student describes how a character might have felt at some point in the story, and points out some pictures or words to support his/her interpretation when asked.

Student describes how a character might have felt at some point in the story, but does NOT provide good support for the interpretation, even when asked.

Student cannot describe how a character might have felt at a certain point in the story.

Follows Along

Student is on the correct page and is actively reading along (eyes move along the lines) or finger is following words being read aloud by others.

Student is on the correct page and usually appears to be actively reading, but looks at the reader or the pictures occasionally. Can find place easily when called upon to read.

Student is on the correct page and seems to read along occasionally. May have a little trouble finding place when called upon to read.

Student is on the wrong page OR is clearly reading ahead or behind the person who is reading aloud.

Participates Willingly

Student routinely volunteers answers to questions and willingly tries to answer questions s/he is asked.

Student volunteers once or twice and willingly tries to all questions s/he is asked.

Student does not volunteer answers, but willing tries to answer questions s/he is asked.

Student does not willingly participate.

Respects Others

Student listens quietly, does not interrupt, and stays in assigned place without distracting fidgeting.

Student listens quietly and does not interrupt. Moves a couple of times, but does not distract others.

Student interrupts once or twice, but comments are relevant. Stays in assigned place without distracting movements.

Student interrupts often by whispering, making comments or noises that distract others OR moves around in ways that distract others.

Date Created: March 17, 2009 


	Assessment Timeline 5 day unit plan

	Before project work begins

Students work on projects and complete tasks

After project work is completed

Before reading: Ask students what they think about the front cover. Which one do you think is Wemberly? How do you think that character feels? What makes you think that?  Have you ever looked that way?  Do you remember your first day of school?
Character Photo Album template
Story chart template on Kids Pix

Hard copy of Story Chart

· See Rubric Above


	Assessment Summary

	See Rubric Above

	Unit Details

	Prerequisite Skills

	Expressive vocabulary to allow students to explain and describe text ideas

Follow-up questions that encourage elaboration of initial ideas

Pictures, which are presented after students have responded to the text

Background knowledge, which is used to support meaning building

Vocabulary words, which engage students in direct discussion after the story is completed 



	Instructional Procedures


	Culminating Activity:

Computer Lab:  Kevin Henkes’ Website

1. http://www.webenglishteacher.com/henkes.html
2. http://www.kevinhenkes.com/

Have children follow this link:  http://www.kevinhenkes.com/meet/fun.asp. There, they can find games to play.

Encourage children to click on “With Wemberly.”

Go to KevinHenkes recipes link and print out recipe for “Wemberly’s Don’t Cry Over Spilled Punch” recipe.

Classroom:

Follow recipe to make punch in classroom.  

Serve punch while watching Kevin Henkes DVD  which includes “Wemberly Worried” on DVD in classroom



	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	
	Special Needs Students


	Visual cue cards for context vocabulary
Peer support with shared reading

Color coded markers to map key concepts

Manipulatives for tactile-visual stimulation/comprehension

	
	Nonnative Speakers 


	Character Photo Album Template

Story Chart template


	
	Gifted/Talented Students
	Journal for open-ended questions
Reflection writing prompt

Open-ended Kids Pix template

	Materials and Resources Required For Unit

	Technology – Hardware (Click boxes of all equipment needed)             


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera 

X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera 

X FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Connection 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk

X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer 

X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television 
	X FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other      

	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Desktop Publishing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 

X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Web Browser 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

X FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other       


	Printed Materials
	Wemberly Worried by Kevin Henkes
Wemberly’s Ice Cream Star by Kevin Henkes

	Supplies
	None

	Internet Resources
	http://www.webenglishteacher.com/henkes.html
http://www.kevinhenkes.com/

	Other Resources
	None
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