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Essentials Course


Unit Plan Template     
Click on any descriptive text, then type your own. 
	Unit Author

	First and Last Name 
	Julie VanWinkle

	School District
	#140

	
	Unity Point School

	School City, State
	Carbondale, Illinois 62903

	Unit Overview

	Unit Title

	A Whale of a Splash!

	Unit Summary

	Students love learning about their world and the creatures they share it with.  Students will learn about whales through fiction and nonfiction literature, internet sites, and video.  The podcast featured in this unit brings one story of a lost whale calf to life.

	Subject Area

	Reading, language arts, science, social studies, and art

	Grade Level  

	Grades 2-4

	Approximate Time Needed 

	Approximate time needed is 8 one-hour blocks or more!

	Unit Foundation

	Targeted Content Standards and Benchmarks 

	STATE GOAL 1:  Read with understanding and fluency.

B.  Apply reading strategies to improve understanding and fluency.

1.B.2b  Identify structure (e.g., description, compare/contrast, cause and effect, sequence) of nonfiction texts to improve
C.  Comprehend a broad range of reading materials.

1.C.2f  Connect information presented in tables, maps and charts to printed or electronic text.

STATE GOAL 3:  Write to communicate for a variety of purposes.

B.  Compose well-organized and coherent writing for specific pur​poses and audiences.

3.B.2b  Establish central idea, organization, elaboration and unity in relation to purpose and audience.

STATE GOAL 5:  Use the language arts to acquire, assess and communicate information.

C.  Apply acquired information, concepts and ideas to communicate in a variety of formats.

5.C.2b  Prepare and deliver oral presentations based on inquiry or research.

	Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes

	Students will learn about different type of whales and their habitats, features, and characteristics.  Students will compare whales with fish, other whales, and humans.
Students will write an essay to inform others about whales.

Students will synthesize information and create a culminating project to represent what they have learned about whales.

	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	
	Essential Question 
	With what creatures do I share the earth? 

	
	Unit Questions
	What characteristics make whales unique as mammals?  After reading, researching, and writing about whales, how do you feel about them?

	
	Content Questions
	In what ways are whales and fish alike or different?  In what ways are baleen whales and toothed whales alike and different?  In what ways are whales and humans alike and different?

	Assessment Plan

	Assessment Timeline

	Before project work begins

Students work on projects and complete tasks

After project work is completed

· Access prior knowledge by using a K-W-H-L chart.  
· Share with the class what they know and want to know about whales
· Respond to book, Dear Mr. Blueberry, by writing a letter as if they are Emily- asking a question about whales.

· Students will read variety of nonfiction texts about whales including:  Big Blue Whale, J.J.’s Big Day,

· Dear Mr. Blueberry, Humphrey the Lost Whale, and Dr.Seuss book about whales 
Write a letter responding as Mr. Blueberry, answering a question about whales from Emily. 

· Compare and Contrast Baleen & toothed whales

· Compare and contrast whales and fish
· Complete the K-W-H-L

· Write an expository essay about whales

· Listen & Give constructive feedback to fellow students

. 

· Orally Present personal culminating project about whales to small audience


	Assessment Summary

	During the unit students are assessed by observation and anecdotal records regarding their participation and devotion to tasks.  Student understanding is monitored each day as well which will be used to modify subsequent instruction.  The unit lends itself to individualization without humiliating students.  Assignments such as packets, essays, and presentations are evaluated using an answer key or previously taught rubrics.

	Unit Details

	Prerequisite Skills

	Students must know how to read at a second grade or higher level to benefit the most from this unit.  Writing as per third grade expectations that includes organization, focus, and elaboration is also required.

	Instructional Procedures  (flexible plan that utilizes basal series as a launch)

	DAYS ONE & TWO:

· K-W-H-L+  ABOUT WHALES & Vocabulary work on the back 

· Read aloud using ELMO DEAR MR. BLUEBERRY.  Share letter 5.

· Write letter to Mr. Blueberry asking one question about whales.  Letters will be collected.  Later, students will write back to Emily, answering another student’s question.

*packet 1 (reproducibles concerning features of different types of whales)- need enchanted learning printout on beluga, orca, blue, & humpback whales to use as resource:
· Read poem together

· Vocabulary:  adult, calm, mammal, vast, feast, & swallow.(Read:  Big Blue Whale by Nicola Davies)
DAY THREE:

Students: Write letter back to Emily explaining why there isn’t a whale in her pond.(exchange letters from different Emily’s and write back to her answering her question as Mr. Blueberry would including factual whale information and other resources to learn more)

DAY FOUR: Guided reading:  How the Narwhal Got Its Tusk, May’s Whale, and Whale Rescue!, Whales, & Amazing Whales
· Update K-W-H-L & packet 1
DAY FIVE:

· Read, “Whales” (from Reading A to Z); discussion to follow (comparisons, connections, questions)

DAY SIX:

· Read aloud J.J’s Big Day a Time For Kids Selection from basal series

· View podcast:  J.J.’s Big Day courtesy of Discovery Channel and Sea World.  Compare the two!

DAY SEVEN:

· Write expository essay about whales

· Packet 2:  another selection of reproducible materials that compare whales to fish, baleen whales to toothed, and the sizes and speeds of whales.

· Select project from menu

DAY EIGHT:

Whale project:  time to work on self-selected project to represent what students have learned about whales.  Students are divided by project type among available teachers to work on projects with support.  Students practice their oral presentation of their projects with two partners.

DAY NINE:

Present Projects according to some schedule divide into small groups to see different types of projects.  Teachers give students certificate of completion with specific feedback.



	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	
	Special Needs Students

	Students with special needs are receiving instruction from similar lesson plans when learning in the resource environment.  Lessons are to be modified on an individual basis whether it is to reduce the duration of the task or provide additional time for completion of tasks.  Students with special needs are included with computer experiences and project presentations.

	
	Nonnative Speakers 


	Students are grouped throughout the unit with peers where they can share information.  Peers are supportive of one another and seek to be helpful.  Groups are also small so the teacher is able to provide individualized attention.  In addition, nonnative speakers of English have access to ELL staff.

	
	Gifted/Talented Students
	The unit lends itself to individualized instruction with the use of the internet and the media center, students are liberated to learn at their own rates.  Projects such as designing a restaurant with a whale motif, encourage students to use their strategic and analytical skills.  In addition, as students are learning new questions often arise, and they are supported in researching those answers.

	Materials and Resources Required For Unit

	Technology – Hardware (Click boxes of all equipment needed)             


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera 

x Computer(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player

x Internet Connection 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk

X Printer 

x Projection System 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.

x Other iPod and Promethean Board

	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

x Desktop Publishing 

x E-mail Software

x Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 

x Internet Web Browser 

x Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 

X Other iTunes, Enchanted Learning membership, Reading A to Z membership, United Streaming video membership


	Printed Materials
	Reading Basal (MacMillan/McGraw-Hill), Dear Mr. Blueberry by Simon James

	Supplies
	Books about whales written at a 2.0-4.9 grade level difficulty.

	Internet Resources
	www.seaworld.com; www.discovery.com http://www.viking.stark.k12.oh.us/~greentown/whale.htm
http://www.whoi.edu/oceanus/viewArticle.do?id=29187
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/Animals/CreatureFeature/Blue-whales
www.enchantedlearning.com
www.readingatoz.com


	Other Resources
	iPod, Promethean Board, ELMO, and computer projection system with speakers.
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