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Essentials Course


Unit Plan Template     
Click on any descriptive text, then type your own. 
	Unit Author

	First and Last Name 
	Katie Diel, Amy Bergman, Lynnette Beaupre

	School District
	Unity Point #140

	School Name
	Unity Point

	School City, State
	Carbondale, IL

	Unit Overview

	Unit Title

	The Phonics Dance

	Unit Summary

	We have used a program called The Phonics Dance developed by Ginny Dowd to make a podcast to use in our classes to teach and practice letter  and letter sound recognition.  This podcast will be used daily in each kindergarten classroom on the activeboard as a part of our morning calendar /phonics routine.  In addition, students will be able to watch the podcast individually for extra practice on each teachers ipod.

	Subject Area

	Phonics/reading

	Grade Level  

	Kindergarten

	Approximate Time Needed 

	2-3 minutes daily for whole class
As needed for extra practice

	Unit Foundation

	Targeted Content Standards and Benchmarks 

	[image: image1.png]Paste your standards here. After refining and reducing the list of standards for this specific unit, the
resulting standards in this section should include prioritized, targeted standards that your students
are expected to meet (not just lightly address) and which you will assess by the end of this unit.





	Student Objectives/Learning Outcomes


	Students will use the phonics dance podcast to gain a greater understanding and recognition of letters and the sounds that they make.

	Curriculum-Framing Questions

	
	Essential Question 
	Does this program sufficiently cover letter recognition and sound recognition as needed for successful completion of kindergarten?

	
	Unit Questions
	Are the students learning their letter sounds?  Is this program beneficial to learning?

	
	Content Questions
	Does this program align with our kindergarten curriculum?


	Assessment Plan

	Assessment Timeline

	Before project work begins

Students work on projects and complete tasks
After project work is completed
· Students are assessed prior to beginning this lesson through classroom assessment of letter and sound knowledge.  They are also tested by SLP and titile teacher with various assessment 
· tools.
· .
· Students’ progress is monitored through daily work.  Students who need additional help are monitored by the title teacher with  AIMSweb progress monitoring
· This is a year round project, so progress is continuously monitored.  Students will have a final evaluation on their fourth quarter report card assessment, as well as 4th quarter AIMSweb teating.


	Assessment Summary

	As described above, students are continuously monitored on letter and letter sound knowledge.  This is accomplished in many different ways.  Classroom teachers use our kindergarten assessment tool, as well as monitor daily work testing their  understanding.  In addition, students have various school-wide assessments on this topic.

	Unit Details

	Prerequisite Skills

	Students do not need any prior skills.  Knowing their ABC song is beneficial, but not required.

	Instructional Procedures

	After completing the daily phonics work in our Heggarty book, students will stand on the carpet and follow along with the instructions.  In the beginning of the year, letters and movements will be introduced one at a time and practiced until they are mastered.  When the students have learned all of the movements, we will do the song in its entirety each morning.  If a student is struggling, they will be offered the teacher ipod to view and practice the song independently.

	Accommodations for Differentiated Instruction

	
	Special Needs Students

	The song file will be shared with resource teachers to do in their classroom with students who require their services.  Also, eventually it will be available for students to access on itunes for at home practice.  Struggling students will also be given the opportunity to view and practice the song on their own.

	
	Nonnative Speakers 


	Pictures and movements will help serve as visual aides to these students.  Also, the ESL classroom will have access to the file.

	
	Gifted/Talented Students
	The pages can be printed off for these students to write the saying for each letter if they choose.  Other opportunities for extension of this activity are available, such as moving on to the Hunks and Chunks portion of the program and dong the paperwork that is included with the program guide.

	Materials and Resources Required For Unit

	Technology – Hardware (Click boxes of all equipment needed)             


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Camera 

x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Computer(s) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Digital Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 DVD Player

x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Connection 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Laser Disk

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Printer 

x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Projection System 

x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Scanner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Television 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 VCR 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Camera 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Video Conferencing Equip.

x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other ipod

	Technology – Software (Click boxes of all software needed.)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Database/Spreadsheet 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Desktop Publishing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 E-mail Software

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Encyclopedia on CD-ROM 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Image Processing 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Internet Web Browser 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Multimedia 


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Web Page Development 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Word Processing 

x FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other garage band 


	Printed Materials
	The Phonics Dance by Ginny Dowd

	Supplies
	Phonics program, dance cards, scanner, macbook pro, ipod

	Internet Resources
	www.phonicsdance.com

	Other Resources
	[image: image2.png]Field trips, experiments, guest speakers, mentors, other
students/classrooms, community members, parents, and so forth
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